Pleiss Morris

8G:1: 65 Interpretation of Literature
Taming a Poem

Due October 27
“To me, you are still nothing more than a little boy who is just like a hundred thousand other little boys.  And I have no need of you.  And you, on your part, have no need of me.  To you, I am nothing more than a fox like a hundred thousand foxes.  But if you tame me, then we shall need each other.  To me, you will be unique in all the world.  To you, I shall be unique in all the world….If you tame me, it will be as if the sun came to shine on my life.  I shall know the sound of a step that will be different from all the others.  Other steps send me hurrying back underneath the ground.  Yours will call me, like music, out of my burrow”






-The Little Prince, Antonie St.Expuere 

Like taming a fox, we get to know a poem by spending time with it, meeting it for lunch, playing with it, talking to it.  This series of writings asks you to get to know a poem slowly, to see what sort of relationship might grow between the two of you, what ties might be established.  You do not have to do the steps in the order I have written them – taming a poem is an erratic process; just be sure to number your segments.  

This assignment has two parts, one written, one oral.  For the written section, complete at least nine of the following segments including the first one.  If you wish, you may include up to one creative response.  For example, you might choose to create a drawing, make a collage, take a photograph, compose a piece of music, or compile a CD in response to one of the writing prompts.  All I ask is that you write a few sentences that discuss your creation and how it relates to the question to which you are responding.
 For the oral section, you will present your poem in the Poetry Slam on October 27.  An oral reading tries to bring the poem to life for an audience.  You may want to use background music, posters, pictures, props, costumes, your colleagues, or whatever helps you dramatize the poem.  You do not need to memorize the poem; however, knowing the poem well enough to make frequent eye contact with the audience makes a stronger performance. On this day, you will also be asked to share some of the insights you gained while working on your journal.
1.  Choose any poem from our anthology that’s new to you and that we will not be covering in class.  You may choose a poem outside of the anthology if you first clear it with me.  Read the poem you select once or twice and then free write about why you choose this poem – What drew you to the poem?  What made you think you might establish a connection with the poem?  

2.  Now read the poem out loud.  Then turn the page over.  What specific words or images do you remember (not vague recollections of what the poem is about). Write those down.  (Don’t stop too soon here – keep going for several minutes – give yourself time to remember.)

3.  Read the poem out loud again slowly.  As you read it, stop to jot down lines or phrases that stand out.  Go back to those jottings and write a sentence or two about each one – what makes this particular part of the poem significant for you?  Don’t be afraid to speculate, to guess, to puzzle over.  You don’t have to be certain of any meaning.
4.  Now that you’ve gotten to know your poem slightly better, is there any part of the poem that baffles you?  Confuses you?  Or that you don’t have a clue about? Write a few sentences about that part of the poem.

5.  Look up the author in the Literature Online database (or another reputable source) to find out more about the poet and the poem’s historical time period.  How does this information help you read and understand the poem?
6.  Read the poem again.  Choose a line or phrase that you think is central to the poem.  Write a paragraph about that one line or phrase.

7.  Look at the poem as it appears on the page.  What do you notice?  How does the layout of the poem fit or not fit with what the poem is saying?

8.  What strikes you as important about the title of the poem?

9.  Read the poem again and think about the speaker of the poem.  What sort of voice do you hear?  What kind of tone does the voice have? Does it speak softly, loudly?  Is the voice angry? Sad? Excited? Scared?

10.  Do you see any patterns or clusters of related images?  Are there contrasting images at work?  Discuss the significance of these patterns.  

11.  In terms of how your poem sounds, what do you hear that draws your attention?  Does the poem repeat any words or phrases?  Why might those particular words be significant?
12.  Have someone else read the poem to you.  Did you notice anything different when hearing the poem?  Ask this other reader what catches their attention in the poem.  If you were baffled by any part of the poem, discuss it with your outside reader.  What is his/her response?

13.  Hear or read the poem one last time.  What do you say back to the poem?
