Reader Response 4 – “Trifles” Questions
Directions: 

Read Trifles” and answer each of the following questions in complete sentences. You do not need to copy the questions, but please write the question number before your answers.  Make sure you answer all parts of the question. You do not have to give exact quotes, but use specific examples where applicable.
*Please answer all questions.  If there is one you’re not sure about, look back at the play and give it your best effort anyway.
1. How are Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters portrayed differently?  Besides her last name, how can the audience tell that Mrs. Peters is the sheriff’s wife in this play? Consider how she is acting and what sorts of things she says.

2. What accounts for Mrs. Peter’s change in attitude toward Mrs. Wright and her crime?

3. Why do Mrs. Peters and Mrs. Hale ultimately decide to hide the bird? Do you agree or disagree with their decision? Provide solid reasons why you feel this way.
4. Explain the significance of the title “Trifles.”  Glaspell later wrote a short story based on the same incident and titled it “A Jury of her Peers.” Which title do you prefer and why?

5. We know the verdict in the “real story” this is based—the wife is convicted of the murder. However, in this play, we do not see the “ending” and the result of the trial. Make a prediction of what you think would happen next in THIS VERSION – will Mrs. Wright get convicted? Explain why or why not (use what happened in the play to inform your prediction).

6. BONUS/CHALLENGE QUESTION: Can you think of a different “text” (another play, a story, a movie, a tv show, a song, a poem, a news story, etc. etc.) that shares a comparable theme with the play “Trifles”? Provide the name of the “text,” a 1-2 sentence description of what happens in it, and your explanation of how you see it connecting to this play. I am not looking for something we’ve read or seen in class for this question … think about something you’ve seen, heard, read on your own!
Submit to ICON dropbox by beginning of class on date outlined on syllabus. 

You do not need to print out a copy.
