
8G:1 interpretation of Literature/Smith

Informal Assignment: Power Paragraph

What is a “power paragraph?”  This term describes the tightly constructed, highly analytical, and insightful paragraphs that we will practice writing over the course of the semester. Essentially, these assignments ask you to focus your energy on crafting the most perfect, powerful, grammatically correct, stylistically effective, and generally all-around-wonderful paragraph possible. Power paragraphs will allow you to practice pithy analysis and concision, and to get feedback on your writing before you turn in your major essays. 
A Power Paragraph is meant to be short in length, but not in the time you spend writing and revising it; use the assignment to really dwell on your craftsmanship.  Pay attention to what trips you up when writing, and identify your strengths.  

Basic structure: For this particular exercise, you’ll need to adhere to a more rigid structure than usual. (This may feel artificial, and you will probably want your longer essays to depart from this sequence, but it’s a good way to practice presenting your thoughts). A power paragraph will generally be about six to eight sentences long; to appropriately argue your case, most of these sentences will need to be fairly long and complex.  The first sentence of a power paragraph should make an interpretive claim about the text—in other words, it’s a mini thesis statement.  The second sentence should probably further refine or explain this claim, perhaps preparing the reader for how you will prove it.  The rest of the paragraph will present your case, using evidence from the text.  The concluding sentence will not only sum up your argument, but will highlight for your reader the larger significance of your claim.  
My advice is to start with a bigger idea and then get smaller and smaller in your focus until you have a claim that can be well supported within this one amazing paragraph.  Your reading response and notes from our class discussions may help you get started with ideas for your paragraph topic and supporting examples.
The power paragraph will be evaluated based on the sophistication of your claim, the depth of your analysis, the effectiveness of your use of evidence from the text, the thoughtfulness of your conclusion, and the overall strength of the argument about the text.  The style of a power paragraph (including grammar, sentence structure, word choice, etc.) will also affect its grade.

Prompt 1: Choose one of the poems on the schedule for Week 2, and write a paragraph analyzing how one of the specific formal elements we have discussed contributes to your interpretation of the poem. Use your notes on the elements of close reading to help yourself get started. 
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