Kindred through “The Fire”
1. ON THE BACK: For the character your group has been assigned, write down your impressions of him/her so far in the novel and a specific example to support that impression. Try to come up with at least two “impressions” (character traits, etc.). Do a T-Chart for this (trait on one side, example on the other). Write these neatly so we can project them when your group presents. We will revisit these throughout the novel as we revise our impressions of the character and see the ways that slavery has affected them.

Discuss the following questions as a group to prepare for class discussion. Jot down any notes you think are useful from your discussion.

2. Compare Dana’s general experience in “The Fire” to her previous experience in “The River.” What seems to be happening as the experiences progress?

3. We discussed the differences in Dana and Kevin’s responses to “The River” incident. Have their responses changed to this incident, ”The Fire”? Why or why not? Is there still a “disconnect” between Kevin and Dana in how they react?

4. What more clues get revealed about the nature of Dana’s time travel, connection to Rufus, and reason for being transported? What seems to be the “trigger” for transportation and how is this a paradox for her?

5. We discussed that in the narrative arc of a traditionally slave narrative, there is often a distinct event early in the story that plunges the narrator out of “innocence” and exposes them directly to the evils of slavery – this usually happens quite early in life for the slave narrator. When do you think this happens for Dana (what specific experience can you point to) and how do you know this is a crucial moment for her?

6. In Dana’s physical struggle with the patrolmen, what internal struggle does she seem to be having as well? How does this get “resolved” (hint: consider also her discussion with Kevin about the knife). 
