NAME: _______________________________

Final Exam – Interpretation of Literature
PART 1: Close Reading (35 pts)
Read the attached excerpt carefully, annotating and re-reading as necessary. Then answer the following questions:
1. Discuss the tone of each character in this scene. For each character, provide at least two words to describe their tone(s) throughout the scene. Then provide text evidence for each tone. Then provide an explanation of your answer that explores what these tones are showing about the character in this part of the play. The explanation is where you will also note if there is a change in tone and why that is significant.
Willy’s tones:
Example 1:

Example 2:

Explanation:

Howard’s tones:

Example 1:

Example 2:

Explanation:
2. Identify at least two different ways that the concept of power is used in this scene. Provide examples to prove what you are claiming.

3. How is the setting of this particular scene important? Use details from the text to support your answer. 

4. How is Arthur Miller using this scene to critique consumerism? What details would support this reading of the scene? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

5. Identify what is, in your opinion, the most significant line from this scene. Copy the quote and then explain why it is significant. Closely read/analyze the line you’ve chosen. Consider what the author is doing in the line … you might consider the diction choice, if the author is using a certain technique or element, what it means for that character, etc. (There is not just one “right” line here. “Significant” means you can make an argument for why that line is important or matters). 

6. Explain how this scene (the whole scene, not just the line you chose for #5) functions in the context of the rest of the play. Why is it an important scene? (You may want to consider what comes before and after, general themes in the text, character development, etc.)
PART 2: ESSAY (65 pts)
We have often discussed the complexity of characters in literature this semester. For this essay, you will explore the complexity of characters in at least two pieces of literature we have read this semester. 
Choose two characters (each from a different text) that you feel exhibit particular complexity, analyze what makes each character complex, and then make a claim for which of the two character is more complex. 
Write an essay that has the following components:
· A brief introduction that defines what constitutes a “complex” character in your opinion, introduces the two characters you will discuss, and presents your thesis.
· A section that analyzes the first character and what makes he/she complex

· A section that analyzes the second character and what makes he/she complex

· A final section that makes a claim for which of the two characters is MORE complex and proves why that is the case. (This will involve a bit of comparison/contrast of the two characters and your logic reasoning for what makes one more complex than the other).


Your essay should have at least three well-developed paragraphs, but may have more depending on how you choose to break up your points.

You may choose characters from any of the following:

Me Talk Pretty One Day

Their Eyes Were Watching God
Trifles
Death of a Salesman
“The Things They Carried”
“The Lottery”
“Everyday Use”
“Two Kinds”
“The Necklace”
“The Story of an Hour”
“Superman & Me” essay

“My Papa’s Waltz”

“Digging”
“Nostalgia”
 “Sonnet 130 My Mistress Eyes”
“Sonnet 29 When in Disgrace”
“Love Poem”
“What I Learned from my Mother”

“Mother to Son”

Keep the following in mind as you plan and write:
· Consider what you learned about effective paragraphs (thesis/claim statements, working with evidence, and conclusion/impact statement) as you craft your essay. 

· Be sure to include extensive examples from the literature to back up your claims. Although you will not be able to use specific quotes, you should still be as specific as possible in your examples. Refrain from vague references to the text. 

· For examples you use, be sure to offer sufficient explanation/commentary that connects to your thesis. 
Essay General Rubric (out of 65 pts)
	60-65
	Insightful analysis, thorough and specific evidence, exceptional organization, little to no mechanics errors. Effectively addresses two characters from different texts.

	55-60
	Good analysis, solid and specific evidence, good organization, few mechanical errors. Effectively addresses two characters from different texts.

	50-55
	Fairly solid analysis, some evidence, fairly organized, some mechanical errors. Addresses two characters from different texts.

	40-50
	Attempt at analysis, little evidence, attempt at organization, mechanical errors interfere with meaning. Attempts to address two characters from different texts.

	0-40
	Little to no attempt at analysis, evidence, or organization. Frequent mechanical errors make it difficult to read. May fail to answer prompt or may fail to address two characters from different texts. 


