Final Exam Information & Review Tips Spring 2014
Your final exam will consist of three sections:

1. A multiple choice section which will cover concepts such as reading and writing skills, author and text background info, literary concepts we’ve read or discussed.
2. A quote/passage identification section, in which you will identify a.) the author and title of the text the passage comes from, b.) the speaker or subject of the passage, and c.) analyze the significance/meaning. 
3. A short essay section, in which you will answer a prompt using at least two texts we have read this semester. 
NOTE: Section 1 & 2 (multiple choice & passage identification) will cover material since spring break. Section 3 is comprehensive, in that you can choose literature from the whole semester. 
You have two hours for your final exam. You can use all of that time if you need it.

To review for the multiple choice section, look back over your notes from class and all of the handouts and powerpoints posted on ICON since midterm including:

--Critical Approaches to Literature Packet (hard copy)
--Brief Wondrous Life Intro (PPT & Readings)

--Trifles Intro (course reader)

--Writing Handouts – Compare/Contrast Tips, Editing Checklist, Paragraph Transitions, Works Cited
--Sonnets Information

--Satire Information (Tues. 5/6)

To review for the quote/passage identification section, look back over your reading notes, margin notes, reading logs, etc. to re-familiarize yourself with the works we have read since the midterm (since spring break). Some of the passages *may* be ones we have talked about in class, but there will be others as well. As you review, the goal is not to try to guess and memorize certain passages, but rather to be able to identify passages based on your familiarity with the author’s style, theme in the work, characters, etc. At the same time, it will be helpful to look over passages you may have marked and ones we talked about in class. Part of the quote identification is relating that quote to the overall work

To review for the essay section, spend some time thinking about all the texts we have read this whole semester (short stories, drama, poetry, novels, etc.) You will have the freedom to choose which texts you use for your essay; however because you do not know the essay question in advance, you need to be prepared to draw from a vast repertoire. My suggestion is to briefly review all the texts, but have 4-5 texts in mind that are versatile, rich, and you know well. So spend more time reviewing those.  Think especially about characters in these texts – review the main characters of each text. 
The better you know texts we have read, the more thorough and insightful your response will be. You will be asked to provide specific examples from the literature to support what you are claiming in your essay. These will obviously not need to be direct quotes from the text, but the more specific you can get the better.  

Finally spend some time reviewing the powerpoints and handouts about writing tips (Elements of the Essay, working with evidence, commentary, etc.).

Tips for timed essays:

· Spend a few minutes thinking, then at least a few minutes “prewriting” (outline, webs, whatever).

· When you get started writing, remember you are just writing one draft, so think about what you’re writing. However, don’t be afraid to neatly cross out a word, phrase or whole sentences if need be. Key here is NEATLY so it’s legible. You don’t want the instructor feeling like they are embarking on a scavenger hunt.

· Leave yourself enough time to: finish (an essay that just “stops” and is clearly unfinished is not good), and then proofread quickly. 

· Gauge your own time … whatever works for you, but a good rule of thumb is for an hour long span of time: 5 minutes thinking, 10 minutes pre-writing, 35 minutes writing, and 10 minutes proofreading (Just a suggestion if you’re looking for one!)

· Whatever you choose to do time-wise, make sure you keep an eye on the clock so you don’t find yourself making your first point with 5 minutes left.

