Three Page Essay


Now that you have turned in your initial reading responses in the form of in-class journals, you will produce three pages of expanded inquiry into a topic of your choice as the next step toward writing a full length interpretation. The pages will focus on one work that we have read so far and will include an introduction paragraph with thesis statement and at least three subsequent paragraphs citing specific instances in the text which help to illuminate and prove your thesis. Remember that a thesis statement must be specific, arguable (thus not inherently true), not immediately obvious, and in some sense tied in with themes which we have talked about during class: identity, otherness, power, gender, sexuality, repression, art, racism, history, evil, truth, communication, death, home, etc. If you are not sure whether your thesis addresses an acceptable topic, please come see me. The three paragraphs should telegraph the organization of your essay and should include direct quotes from the text. Decide whether your thesis is best proved through looking at different characters, scenes, themes, whatever, and reflect this organization in your structure. 


Please remember that this is not a book report or summary—you are not proving to me that you read the book, that is already assumed. Rather, you are arguing for an interpretation of the work that gives us a sense of its value beyond being entertaining or artistic. Knowing that this is an exercise in finding strong evidence, writing convincingly, and displaying well reasoned arguments should help you along. Remember to keep an academic tone (that means avoiding colloquial language, cliches, and subjective “I” statements) and to cite the pages you reference. This isn't a polished and finished essay but rather the groundwork for a finished product. I will grade these and get them back to you at the next class period so you can use my comments for the longer paper. 

