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Instructions
Choose any two of the following prompts and write 400-500 words in response to each prompt (so a total of 800-1000 words for the entire exam). 

Write the number of the prompt you are responding to before typing your response. Your response should begin with a thesis statement of sorts, include specific quotes from the texts you are engaging, and demonstrate your ability to close read. 

For the purposes of these prompts, “text” refers to anything that we’ve read, watched, or listened to as a class. And “read” as a verb in relation to this broad use of “text” refers to the way that you interpret and understand the text (even if you aren’t reading it in a traditional way like you would a book). 



1. Many of the texts we’ve engaged over the second half of the semester have had strong visual components. Choose a scene or image from any one of these texts and discuss how the visual elements enhance, complicate, contradict, or otherwise interact with the textual elements (dialogue, lyrics, words on the page, etc.). 

2. Read the following quote from Gwendolen in Act III of The Importance of Being Earnest:
“In matters of grave importance, style, not sincerity, is the vital thing.”
Discuss the significance of this quote to the meaning of the play. Connect it to at least one other specific line, scene, or moment from the play as you do so. 

3. Think about the way that religion fits into identity in some of the texts we’ve explored this semester. Choose any two texts and discuss the significance of religion in them. Focus on a specific scene in each of the texts and explore what role religion plays to the narrative, in the lives of one of the characters, or how it’s influencing the themes of the text. Discuss how the scenes in each of the texts you’ve chosen relate to one another.  

4. Throughout the semester we’ve covered multiple genres—essays, poetry, novels, short stories, plays, graphic novels/comics, songs, music videos, and even films. In what ways does the genre of a text influence how you ‘read’ it? 
Choose three texts, identify their genre, and briefly describe the ways their genre influences how you read, interpret, and interacted with the text. 

5. Choose the text which has been most personally significant to you from our syllabus this semester. Describe why it is significant to, quoting from and referencing the text as you dig into the significance and meaning. 
