Elements Literary Analysis Essay 
	
	Element
	Explanation

	1
	Title
	Paper is titled and title relates to the main topic of the paper.



	2
	First paragraph
	First sentence catches reader’s attention. It uses an interesting device such as an exciting quotation, startling statement, question, short anecdote, a powerful image, or interesting fact that will engage the reader’s interest. It is not too broad. Writer also identifies the author and book title, and if necessary gives a brief, accurate description of the plot or main idea of the work (one sentence). 

*In a short paper (4 pages), introduction should be short—5 to 6 sentences max.



	3
	Thesis
	Thesis is an acute analytical argument about an element of the text. It is specific and precise. 



	4
	Evidence Quantity
	Writer uses at least 3-4 pieces of supporting evidence from the work (i.e. the body paragraphs).



	5
	Evidence Quality
	Supporting evidence all connects to the thesis. Each is given 1-2 paragraphs and goes into enough detail to be thorough.  



	6
	Paragraphs
	Every paragraph has a topic sentence and all other sentences in the paragraph relate to that topic. Paragraph is not too short (less than 3 sentences) or too long (more than 7 sentences). 



	7
	Transition Between Paragraphs
	One paragraph flows smoothly into another through paragraph transitions 



	8
	Organization
	Paragraphs follow a logical order relating to content. Pieces of supporting evidence build in each paragraph and the strongest piece of evidence is saved for last. 



	9
	Quotes Quantity
	Each piece of supporting evidence has at least one quote but no more than four.



	10
	Quotes Quality
	Quotes match the context/event they are connected to. Most are blended into context sentences. Quotes are no longer than two sentences. Page numbers are included and formatted correctly. 



	11
	Connections to thesis
	All evidence is clearly, explicitly shown to connect to the thesis. The wording is not repetitive of the thesis, though.



	12
	Conclusion
	Conclusion summarizes the thesis without repeating it exactly, and also summarizes the major pieces of evidence. Paper ends with an interesting device such as extending the paper’s opening sentence idea, asking a question, giving a point for further reflection, etc.



	13
	Language
	Language (word choice) is sophisticated and precise. Sentence length is varied, personal references (“I”) are avoided, and vocabulary is not too formal and not too conversational. Contractions (“isn’t”) are not used. 



	14
	Overall analysis
	Analysis overall is creative, thoughtful and ORIGINAL. It develops the idea thoroughly and makes nuanced instead of obvious points.



	15
	Effort
	Thought, time and effort was put into writing this paper.



	16
	Works Cited
	A Works Cited page is included and adheres to MLA format. Works Cited is a separate page at the back of the essay.



	17
	Mechanics
	Grammar, punctuation, spelling is correct 



	18
	Format and Presentation
	Paper is titled, typed, stapled, double-spaced, correct word count, 1-inch margins, 12 pt Times New Roman font. Pages are numbered in the top right corner with your last name (Sprow 1). Paragraph indentations ½ inch from the margin (the standard tab width). At the top of the essay (single-spaced here) write your name, my name, Title of the Class and section number (53), and the date. 



	19
	Outline Completed?
	Student completed the required outline of thesis, major pieces of evidence and quotations, and discussed it with me during office hours.



	BONUS
	Literary terms/elements
	Student made proper use of a few literary terms or elements in the paper.




