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“The Displaced Person”

“Her past he could see boiling in her all the way back to the knights of old, and then some; his own history was something else again, but men were malleable, and he wasn’t afraid of attempting to create certain daring combinations: Isabella and Henry Freeman” (Malamud, 114-5).

Turn to the first paragraph of “The Displaced Person.” The action of this paragraph is deceptively simple—Mrs. Shortley climbs the hill to watch the road, followed by a peacock. But as our reading of Malamud’s sentence suggests, the language of the paragraph itself—the individual terms, phrases, and images—is far more important to the unfolding of the story than it might initially appear. Working with a partner, try to discover as much as you possibly can about the language of this paragraph. There are significant things in every single sentence. What are the significant word choices or phrases in each sentence? Why? What are the ideas, concepts, or thematic concerns that those individual terms or phrases point to? Use the lines below to take note of your observations about each sentence.

1) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

