Model Paragraph Assignment after “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” and “Minority Report”

For Monday, please produce a substantial paragraph interpreting an element of “Minority Report”. The purpose of this paragraph is to highlight an implicit critique in the story and use evidence to show how the text makes this critique clear.

As an example, a similar paragraph on “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” might look like this: 


The story, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings,” uses an unconventional angel figure to critique society for using too narrow or too strict a view of morality. This effect is first shown in the angel's description: ragged, dirty, and animalistic instead of pure and spiritual like the people expect. The townspeople find him “dirty” (269) with an “unbearable smell of the outdoors” (271). Moreover, the angel is continually defying understanding, being “alien” (270) with a “hermetic language” (272). Opposed to the complex and unknowable angel, the townspeople seem to desire views of morality that are simple and clear. The town is more interested in the spider girl, with her story “full of so much human truth and with such a fearful lesson” (273). The terms “human truth” and “fearful lesson” suggest that they are pleased with her because they understand the meaning of her story, unlike the ambiguous angel. By showing the people's frustration with the mysterious angel and their interest in the more easily understood moral figures of the priest and the spider girl, the story critiques how people avoid difficult perspectives for more simple ones. The townspeople's treatment of the angel shows that their views of morality don't allow for difference or uncertainty. 

As you'll see above, the paragraph has several components:


First, I introduce the text and it's critique of “narrow” or “strict” views


Second, I indicate the way I'll prove this. Namely, comparing the angel to the townspeople.


Third, I use evidence to prove my contentions and use analysis to show HOW my evidence 


proves my argument (SUPER IMPORTANT). 


Finally, I tie my points together showing how they illustrate my argument and why its 



important. 

The reason for this assignment is to give you a chance, before being graded formally in an essay, to get writing practice. This type of paragraph is a smaller model of an essay: an introduction, plan of development, evidence and analysis, conclusion and stakes. 

We'll talk about these elements more over the semester but it's best to just jump in and begin for practice. 

Please bring in a printed out copy of your paragraph to class on Monday. 

